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get the boy into their hands. Accordingly, after various un-
successful endeavours to get Catheiine to give him up, they
went to law with hei over her guardianship of him, and also
over the possession of her late husbands villa of Castello
All Catherine's fighting instincts were roused by this con-
duct; Castello became to her another Foiii, she declined
that "they should only get her out of it in pieces." At length,
however, she was obliged to leave it for a time until the icsult
of the lawsuit, which dragged on interminably, should become*
known; and while thus forced to leave her abode, took refuge
at that convent of the Murate where another Catherine was,
twenty-three years later, to live during the dawn of life
instead of its close. Eventually the lawsuit was given in
Catherine's favour, but then Lorenzo contrived to steal the
boy, and she had again to go to law to get him back. There-
upon, considering that his life was in danger, she sent him
to the convent of the Annalena, where she caused him to be
dressed in girl's clothes and kept there in hiding for about
a year. Catherine's portrait by Vasari shows her as she was
at this time in her life.

The loss of the above lawsuit, which had become a cause
cillbre in Florence, together with the disgrace which he in-
curred among his fellow-countrymen on account of the em-
bezzlement of his nephew's property, so preyed on Lorenzo's
mind that he fell ill and died (1507). Whereupon Catherine
returned with her boy Giovanni (now nine years old) to the
villa of Castello, where she spent the remaining two years of
her life in training him in all manly exercises. Catherine de-
lighted in him; he was a true Sforza, "all fire, arms, and
horses,3* as she writes, and she was for these last two years
of her life perfectly happy. But her naturally vigorous health
had been permanently ruined by her terrible imprisonment.
After two happy years with her fiery little son at Castello,
her health, in the early part of the year 1509, began altogether
to give way, one of her feet especially causing her much
suffering. To be nearer to doctors she moved into the city;